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Inclusion criteria for publications 

To align with widely accepted quality standards, the database excludes preprints and 
includes only papers from journals that are indexed in one or more of the databases listed 
below. Learn about the selection process for each database: 

• MEDLINE 
• Web of Science 
• Scopus 
• Directory of Open Access Journals 
• NIH Library 

o Journal must be marked as “peer reviewed.” NIH librarians evaluate the peer 
review process of each journal on a case-by-case basis. 

 
Variable organization (referenced by Microsoft Excel labels) and selected definitions 

A-I: Article details 

Publication year and date, title of article, authors, abstract, journal name, URL for the 
publisher page, DOI, and PubMed ID (PMID) 

J-P: Bibliometrics 

These metrics are derived from the NIH-hosted iSearch platform and are available only for 
papers indexed in PubMed (~96% of papers using ABCD data).  

Variable name Definition (copied from iSearch user guide) 
RCR Relative Citation Ratio: citation rate normalized by field, year, 

and NIH funding. The median NIH-funded paper has an RCR of 1, 
so an RCR of 2 means a paper has twice as many citations per 
year as would be expected. 

RCR.Is.Provisional RCRs for papers published in the previous two years are flagged 
as "provisional" to reflect that citation metrics for newer articles 
are not necessarily as stable as they are for older articles.  

Cited.By.Clinical.Article Flag to show whether a publication has been cited by a clinical 
article. Clinical articles are generally defined as Clinical Trials or 
Clinical Guidelines.  

Clinical.Impact A publication has clinical impact if at least one of the following is 
true: the publication was cited by a Clinical Trial that has results 
(from clinicaltrials.gov), the publication is a clinical article, or the 
publication was cited by clinical article.  

https://abcd-study.shinyapps.io/abcd-publications/
mailto:diana.alkire@nih.gov
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medline/medline_journal_selection.html
https://clarivate.com/academia-government/scientific-and-academic-research/research-discovery-and-referencing/web-of-science/web-of-science-core-collection/editorial-selection-process/journal-evaluation-process-selection-criteria/
https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus/content/content-policy-and-selection
https://doaj.org/apply/guide/#:~:text=Journals%20should%20adhere%20to%20the,Best%20Practice%20in%20Scholarly%20Publishing.&text=Before%20applying%20to%20DOAJ%2C%20a,ten%20open%20access%20research%20articles.
https://itools.od.nih.gov/help/publications-specific/isearch-publications-search-options-glossary
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Q-AG: Altmetrics 

Q: Altmetric Attention Score (defined below) 

R-AG: Counts of mentions on each platform tracked by Altmetric. 

Variable name Definition 
Altmetric Attention 
Score 

Automatically calculated, weighted count of all of the attention a 
research output has received. Click for more details 

 

The remaining variables result from coding by Diana Alkire 

AH: ABCD membership 

Variable name Definition 
ABCD.member “yes” = authors include at least one ABCD member, defined as 

anyone currently or formerly associated with ABCD, e.g., 
included in the ABCD Coordinating Center roster or as key 
personnel on ABCD U grants. Excludes individuals whose only 
listed role is “consultant.” 

 

AI-AS: Research domains included in the article 

Domain categories correspond to ABCD Workgroups, except for “COVID,” which denotes 
the use of surveys on participants’ experience of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Note: “Friends, Family, & Community” refers to the workgroup formerly named 
“Culture & Environment.” 

Domains are listed together (column AI), followed by dummy variables for each domain 
(1=included, 0=not included) 

Note: If a measure was clearly used only as a nuisance variable or in secondary 
analysis, the corresponding domain code is not applied based on that measure 
alone. However, for data-driven (e.g., machine learning, predictive modeling) 
studies that use a large number of measures across domains, there isn’t usually a 
prioritization of constructs, so these are coded for all domains represented.  

https://www.altmetric.com/
https://www.altmetric.com/about-us/our-data/donut-and-altmetric-attention-score/

